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Dr. Ron, Jeff and Char Page with their 

inaugural Heartland Custom SPECVETTE.

While opinions vary about the coolest eras 
and the sweetest builds, one thing is not 
up for debate—for sheer performance, 
today’s high performance rides leave 
previous generations sucking dust. 
‘Restomod’ customs aim to bridge that 
gap, fusing heritage looks with 21st 
century technology. And when it comes to 
injecting modern capability into vintage 
Corvettes, no garage does it better than 
Heartland Customs of Purcell, Okla.

Dr. Ron Page and his son, Jeff, started 
building restomods as a hobby in 2001. 
Ron, an optometrist, excelled at advanced 
engineering, while Jeff concentrated on 
the bodywork, paint and overall design. 
“Our goal from day one was to keep these 
cars as close to original looking as 
possible while infusing them with modern 
performance and technology,” Ron 
explains. “We didn’t want an old-school, 
pro-street look. That was not going to be 
our style.”

When they opened Heartland Customs in 
2007, the Pages’ homegrown reputation 
and unique approach attracted clientele 
right off the line. Their first high-profile 
build was a 1963 Corvette split window. 
The iconic fiberglass covered a custom 

chassis with a C4 Corvette suspension and 
505 horsepower LS7 engine. What’s more, 
the customized interior bristled with the 
latest technology.  

The ‘63 Split won many awards and led 
directly to a new client wanting the driving 
characteristics of the recently released C6 
Corvette under the skin of a classic 
Corvette. The client gave the Pages total 
creative control, but one aspect was 
nonnegotiable. “The client said, ‘I’m going 
to let you design this, but it’s got to be at 
Corvettes at Carlisle,’” Jeff recalls. That 
meant from drawing board to the largest 
Corvette event in the world, Heartland 
Customs had just 10 months. 

The result was a high-octane mash-up of a 
1964 Corvette and a 2009 ZR1 powertrain 
and chassis—the C2ZR1. Not one panel 
stayed original. Deft design touches 
included carbon roof and rocker panel 
extensions, as well as aluminum mesh 
inserts for the grille and gills. Inside, 
everything from gauging to seats and radio 
knobs were one of a kind. Heartland 
Customs burned a tanker of midnight oil to 
make the deadline, but everyone agreed it 
was worth it, including some very 
distinguished judges. Among its many  

ONE FOOT IN THE PAST.        ONE FOOT ON THE GAS.
HEARTLAND CUSTOMS TR ANSFORMS CLASSIC  
      CORVETTES INTO MODERN-DAY SUPERCARS. 

“ OUR GOAL FROM DAY 
ONE WAS TO KEEP 
THESE CARS AS 
CLOSE TO ORIGINAL 
LOOKING AS 
POSSIBLE WHILE 
INFUSING THEM 
WITH MODERN 
PERFORMANCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY.”
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wins, the C2ZR1 was named the 
International Class Champion for Sports 
Cars in 2011 by the ISCA. 

Projects at Heartland Customs range 
from frame off, original restorations to 
the highest levels of custom car 
building, so everything must be the 
utmost quality. Before opening  
the shop, Jeff went to car shows and 
quizzed builders about everything, 
including their paint. “PPG was the one 
most of them liked the best,” Jeff 
recalled. Taking their advice, Heartland 
Customs has used the DELTRON® paint 
system from the beginning. “I can lay  
it down like glass every time.” He uses 
DP epoxy primer, DPS3055 primer 
surfacer and CONCEPT® DCU2021 
clearcoat. Soon Jeff plans to upgrade 
to the new DPLV 2.1 Epoxy Primer. 

Earlier this year, Jeff’s wife, Char, 
joined the crew full-time at Heartland 
Customs. She is a genuine car 
aficionado from San Diego, and you 
can find her elbows deep into 
everything at the shop—fiberglass 
repair, sanding, painting, color sanding 
and assembly. “I like body 
modifications and bodywork,” she says. 
“It gives me a chance to be creative.”

Currently, four unique Corvettes are  
in the works with others waiting  
in the wings, each featuring an all-new 
chassis designed by Heartland 
Customs that promises to deliver true 

C6 Corvette performance to their 
classic Corvette creations. Menace  
is a 1972 Corvette for a customer in 
Europe with multiple carbon fiber 
accents, a Thompson Automotive 
860HP supercharged LS7 engine and 
integrated LCD readouts. Malice is  
a reimagined ‘65 Corvette for a 
customer in Kuwait packing a massive 
1200hp twin turbo LS7. “We can’t  
wait to get these cars on the track,” 
Ron says. “The performance should  
be just amazing, just crazy.” 

One more noteworthy innovation  
at Heartland Customs is their 
SPECVETTES program. This turnkey 
system makes it easy for drivers  
to order a first-, second- or third-
generation custom Corvette restomod. 
Customers can choose from three 
different performance levels and a 
variety of options, streamlining the 
process without sacrificing creativity. 
SPECVETTES also feature “out the 
door” pricing, since everything is 
detailed up front.

While SPECVETTES are meant to be 
road warriors, that doesn’t mean they 
can’t perform at shows, too. That’s 
another reason why Heartland 
Customs relies on the Deltron brand. 
“It’s a high-performance paint that’s 
going to perform over the long run, but 
we are able to polish it out and make  
it show quality,” Jeff said.  

Each is fully authenticated and 
archived by the National Corvette 
Museum. The museum provides a 
plaque and serial number for each 
vehicle, and owners can even take red 
carpet delivery at the museum as part 
of their SPECVETTES experience. This 
level of prestige and documentation 
not only provides a memorable 
customer experience, it should also 
help improve resale value later, down 
the road. 

“Everything customers worry about, 
we’ve solved with SPECVETTES,” Jeff 
says. “We’re getting orders from all 
over the world. We really see it blowing 
up in the near future.” Another speedy 
success wouldn’t be a surprise. After 
all, when it comes to their customers, 
Heartland Customs delivers the best  
of everything. 

“ PPG WAS THE ONE 
MOST OF THEM LIKED 
THE BEST,” JEFF 
RECALLED. TAKING 
THEIR ADVICE, 
HEARTLAND CUSTOMS 
HAS USED THE 
DELTRON PAINT 
SYSTEM FROM THE 
BEGINNING. “I CAN 
LAY IT DOWN LIKE 
GLASS EVERY TIME.”
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